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judiced old gentleman, " that we hear the loudest yelps for liberty from the owners of slaves in America ? "
It is unfair for more than one reason, partly because the first protest against slavery (before the Quakers1, before Johnson's toast, " Success to the next negro rising in the West Indies ") came from the Puritan Baxter. But it is perhaps permissible to draw attention to facts which show that Charles's opponents were not merely high-souled patriots but also ordinary men of business and (as we shall see) party politicians with every trick of the trade at command. These facts have been suppressed in the popular histories, while space is given to every sordid intrigue that went on at the King's court. There may be some value in retelling the story without such suppression and without more praise of what has been overpraised already. It may help us to realize that we are dealing with men of flesh and blood, and not with " historical figures." Charles's opponents were not particularly bad men. Their attitude to Roman Catholicism is the hardest thing for us to understand, and here it was Charles that was above his contemporaries, not his enemies beneath them. Probably few of them worked consciously for an extension of their economic power over the poor, or saw that such would be the result of their triumph. Few were religious hypocrites: Hampden's famous saying, " If it were not for this reiterated cry about religion, they could never be certain of keeping the people on their side," does not necessarily imply hypocrisy. The best of them must have regretted an alliance with the enemies of culture and refinement; Prynne and Milton are odd bedfellows.
Their common ground was the demand for a-new Parliament and the concession of whatever demands it might make. It is doubtful if any one foresaw how extreme and and even contradictory those demands might be. Only Charles was sure that each concession would mate way for a new demand, until the Crown he had been boin to guard was reduced to impotence: it is not easy to